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By a Washington Post Staff Writer 

RICHMOND, April 15— The 
American Independent Party, 
which grew up around George 
Wallace’s bid for the Presi- 
dency last, year, announced 
today it will field a full slate 
of candidates in the Virginia 
gubernatorial race this year. 

The decision was disclosed 


the Virginia Conservative 
Party, does nor consider that 
party’s announced guberna- 
torial candidate, the Rev. Bev- 
erly McDowall, to be “electa- 
ble.” 

However, if the Consesrva- 
tive Party stays in the race, 
the two groups could split the 
ultra-conservative vote in Vir- 


. . rr> ginia, as they threatened to do 

by AIP Party Chairnaan ^ for a time last year when they 
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*muillf, BT flllU 1 19’TUnsidered the 
Wallace group’s most likely 
standard-bearer for the 1969 
general elections. 

The AIP, under whose ban- 
ner Wallace got 24 per cent of 
the presidential vote last year, 
plans to run “electable” candi- 
dates, not just “warm bodies,” 
Andrews said. 

Unanimous Decision 

The decision to field candi- 
date&r-rather than try for a 
“balance of power” role 
through holding out the possi- 
bility of endorsement to both 
Republicans and Democrats — 
was made unanimously by the 
AIP ? s central committee An- 
drews said. 

It was based, he added, on a 
conclusion that the “electable 
candidates now in the political 
arena in Virginia, based on 
their records and objectives, 
offer no ‘choice’ and no pro 
gram to keep Virginia finan- 
cially sound and vigorously in 
dependent of Federal control.” 

While applying to all de 
clared candidates, the state- 
ment indicated that .the Wal- 
lace group, while friendly to 
the philosophy espoused by 


were fighting over who should 
carry Wallace’s standard in 
the presidential trace. 

Screening Process 

Andrews said an AIP candi- 
dates screening committee 
will begin its work next week. 
A nominating convention is 
planned for July 19, just four 
days after the Democratic pri- 
mary and roughly a week be- 
fore the gubernatorial filing 
deadline. 

Meanwhile, Democratic law- 
makers here continued their 
frantic scramble for a second 
lieutenant governor candidate, 
settling at least momentarily 
on Del. Flournoy L. Largent 
(D- Winchester). T- 

Largent said he was giving 
very, very serious” considera- 
tion to challenging Sen. J. Sar- 
geant Reynolds (D-Richmond), 
whose ability to put on a well- 
financed campaign for the sec- 
ond-spot nomination has 
scared off a half dozen or 
more, other potential contend- 
ers!. 

He stopped short of a for- 
mal announcement until 
Wednesday; the filing dead- 
line for the primary. 

Slaughter continued to ex- 
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press reluctance about run- 
ning, but was under considera- 
ble pressure to change his 
mind and agreed to join a 
ticket headed by Lt. Gov. Fred 
G. Pollard. 

It was understood that if 
Largent runs, he would run in- 
dependently of any ticket. 

Meanwhile, it was reported 
that Reynolds offered to Lar- 
gent to abstain from any paid 
advertising, such as billboards, 
in an attempt to keep down 
costs of the campaign and 
overcome complaints that Rey- 
nolds’ money was blocking 
any' contest for the lieutenant 
governorship nomination. 

Breeden Bows Out 

Among those who backed 
off today was Sen. Edward L. 
Breeden (D-Norfolk), who was 
yesterday’s leading prospect. 

In the recent past’” said 
Breeden, “I have frankly 
stated that I was interested 
but not eager— I now must say 
that I am neither.” 

Breeden had hoped to 
emerge as an “accommoda- 
tion” candidate, with at least 
tacit support from both mod- 
erate 'and conservative camps. 
That apparently did not hap- 
pen. 

Consumer Issue 
In another development, Lt. 
Gov. Fred G. Pollard joined 
the gubernatorial campaign 
debate over consumer protec- 
tion; accusing his opponents 
of making the issue a “politi- 
cal football” and then offering 
some suggestions of his own. 

Pollard accused his two ri- 
vals for the democratic gover- 
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. . i wants “electables” 

norship nomination— Charlot- 
tesville attorney William C. 
Battle and Sen. Henry E. How- « 
ell (D-Norfolk) — of advocating 
a “new governmental bureauc- 
racy to carry out the responsi- 
bility that by law now be- 
longed to the State Corpora- 
tion Commission.” 

Instead of following this ap- 
proach, Pollard said, the State 
should authorize two separate 
studies of consumer protection 
in Virginia. 


